PROLOGUE

      The approaching Bicentennial of the United States has caused many people to ask: Were my ancestors

  in America at the time of the Revolution? A lot of people want to know where their roots are across the

 yeas. Still others would like an answer to the question: Who am I? This has put GENEOLOGY a top hobby

 in America today.

      Going back to creation recorded by the Bible, one of its most important statements was "Male and

 female created He them." This set up a phenomenal geometric progression. A family tree thru 20 genera-

 tions would list 1,048,476 ancestors. There are about 2,000 generations between the first cave painters

 and us. The number of ancestors soon gets beyond the number of people who have ever lived. That means

 we all have to have common ancestors, and are brothers and sisters in the flesh as well as in the spirit.

      On the other side of this plan of creation, Abraham saw a son would give him descendants as numerous

 as the stars in the heavens. This book lists more than 500 descendants of Dinnah Farrar and Tillman

 Dixon Pruitt.

      Many compilers take a "thread" thru either sex from one ancestor to the next to trace back for

 hundreds of years. I have seen three such outlines that take me back C<^ Charlemagne, Emperor of the

 Holy Roman Empire (747-811). Two of the lists go back much further. One even goes back to about 250.

 All such outlines get to a king or queen, where records are much more accurate, if not indeed the only

 records that can be found. Royal families of Europe have intermarried for centuries. Thus the outlines

 I have seen include kings and/or queens from most European countries, including some of the best known

 to historians.

      The main difficulty of going back further than the 10th century is the absence of names that indi-

 cate any relationship to our surname. We all know names were derived from a location (Hill, Slope, Wash,

 etc.), physical characteristic of the place one lived, characteristic of a person (Stout, Small, Little,

 etc.), color of skin (Black, White, Brown, etc.), occupation (Smith, Ginner, Plumber, etc.), etc. In

 Bible times there were so many Marys that the Bible differentiates them as "Mary, the Mother of Jesus,"

 etc.

      We all know that European countries added a diminutive suffix for the child. JACKSON is the son

 of Jack. WILSON was Will's son. This system included dozens and dozens of suffixes, such as er, ing,

 ton, mann (German), etc. The list is long. Then there were combinations such as Wash had a son,

Washljt^g, who had a son, Washington, who had a son, George I, who had a son George II, etc. In French

 the suffix might indicate sex. The female suffix would be "ette" whereas the male suffix would be "it."

These would be added to an original name.

      Thus the French word PRU, meaning "proud, important, prudent, honest" would become PRUETTE for the

daughter and PRUIT for the son. The old French word was "Prou."

      Historically the PRUETTs, of whatever spelling, did originate in Normandy (France). Many such

families moved into England and may have been there for three or four hundred years before some of them

came to America. The MEDIA RESEARCH BUREAU lists Andrew Pruet and William Pruet as living in Cambridge

in 1273. Thomas, Walter and Lulina Prouet were living in Somershire in 1327.

      I have met Pruetts who claim their ancestors came directly from France. However, in this Book

we shall keep our records within the United States, with the Pruetts known to have come from the

British Isles. In the FOREWORD of Dr. Dillon'a book/he state.: "The firat branch aettied in Virginia ir

 1636, represented by Thonaa Prewitt, followed in 1679 by Henry and John Pruet, who are believed to be of

Engliah-Scotch deacent, from the Nonnan French Migration to England after 1066."

      The life style of living for the colonist was very little different than that of 2,000 years

before. The farms were from 10 to 40 acres. Tobacco was first planted in 1612 and became the main

export from Virginia to England in exchange by the barter system.

      In 140 years after the first Prewitt, the population was a little over 2 million. Most of these

lived along a 3,000 mile stretch of the Atlantic Coast. To move away from the coast was to be

stopped by the mountains. There were two ways to expand: go south around the mountain^ or thru the

Cumberland Gap. Pruetts, with their different spellings, went both ways.

     About 1773 there was a great movement from Virginia. Daniel Boone led a group of 80 persons into

Kentucky*                Many moved south to the Carolinas. Since waterways offered the only practical

way for commerce, there were 60,000 persons between P,ittsburg and the mouth of the Ohio. By 1775 a

Wilderness Trail was laid out thru the Cumberland Gap to Louisville, Ky.

THE COAT OF ARMS

1^©

     1 take. no part in the heraldry of the PRUETT (however the spelling) Family. However'aclo.se

relative, presented me with a plaque which he accepted as authentic. The accompanying story of the

emblems does seem to fit.

     The three RAMPANT LIONS are moving in a group for strength. (Our family has stayed close   They

have been on the move. Together they have been strong.) If the three lions represent the family.

father mother and child, it fits,for our family lives have been a togetherness.

     The partition line CHEVRON/has become a "Square." (Our family has been honest, upright and fa^r

as records will show. No "Black Sheep" nor "Skeletons in the Family Closet" have been found by me, and

let me add, I have searched. There are Masons, AF&AM, by the dozens.)

     Whatever its meaning, it is used on the book for decoration.

Because of the limited opportunity to meet families other than those in the local community,

marriage of first generation cousins was very common, even to the time of the Civil War. It occurred

often in the line covered in this book. Abraham Lincoln was a product of the marriage of first genera-

tion cousins. Two or more children in one family married two or more of the neighbor's children.

     For the ancestors who came from the Carolinas thru Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi and Texas, the

 log cabin was the standard "home." If possible it was located near a "spring" for water. Sometimes the

 locations resembled a "nest" in the woods. There was one door. More often than not, the floor was

dirt. Instead of a window there was usually a small opening of about a foot on one side of the fire-

place where a log was shortened to let in light. It also let in air for the fireplace. It was a peep

hole to the south or east so one could see when the "morning star" was up, to indicate time to get up

and start a day. However small the cabin, there was always a fire place. If another room was added,

 it was usually three to eight feet away with a covered passageway commonly called a "dog-trot." From

 this developed the expansion into a "T" or "L" shaped building for the larger families.

     Most of the furniture such as tables, chairs, bed steads, etc., were roughly home-made. Sometimes

 they were made right at the saw mill. Sometimes the pieces were made with a broad ax. Most of the time

 there was a long bench by the eating table, along the wall, for the children. It was commonly called

 the "greasy row." Few things were moved from state to state, and each move meant a complete building of

 new things. Split logs, somewhat smoothed with a broad ax, were used for school and church seats.

     Goard dippers were used for drinking. Buckets were made of oak. Some women wove baskets from reeds

 gathered in the swamps. Sometimes a school lunch bucket would be so made. Most homes had a spinning

wheel and often a loom (on the porch) for weaving cloth.

     What they had Co eat and wear was grown or home produced or taken from the forest. Some wild

blackberry patches supplied many families. Sometimes someone would find a "honey tree" which was cut

 down. The bees were put into a "bee gum" and located in the corner of the vegetable garden. The fact

 that they extracted the meager necessities of life from their surroundings is no small compliment to

 their strength, ingenuity and endurance.

     If a newly married couple could get a "patch of ground," a mule, a Georgia Stock (plow), a cow,

 a few chickens and a pig they were "well fixed." They wanted to carry their own responsibilities.

 Children born into the home were an economic asset to work on the farms.

     To read the stories of these families and their movements and development _u_f_lds as a living

 drama of the history of the United States, to its Bicentennial.________99999___________,

it if it if if ^'itir ir** »•»»•»»**_____________-————————————————————————

                                  THE NATIONAL SOCIETY

                                              OF THE

            DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

                                     WASHINGTON. D. C.

            For those wishing to establish lineage for membership in the D.A.R., the following

            Persons in this history have been accepted:

            Nat'1 No.

         1. 280087     Mary Evelyn BRICE. Co Samuel PRUITT (1705-1801). see pa^. b7.

         2. 533125     Laura Alvahn HOLMES, to Mjr. Thomas FARRAR (1726-1809), ^. page 72.

          3. 536969     Louise McCOY, thru SPURLOCK, OFFILL, to John GARLAND (c1/42-1840), see page !(,.

         4. 569823     Sheron Reid DARNELL (same as No. 1), see page 97.

          5. 582651     Katherine HULEN (same as No. 1), see page 42.

          6. 590124     Amnue Beatrice NEWTON (same as No. 1), see page 32.

                                      MEMORANDUM

